
Honoring our Nation's First Mother

The Mary Washington 
Monument



Mary Washington did not 
re m arry fo llowing t he  d e a t h  o f 
he r sp ouse , Augus t ine .

• Born  in  170 8 in  Lancas t e r Co , VA
• Fat he rle ss  a t  3, o rp hane d  a t  12
• Marrie d  August ine  Wash ingt on  in  1731
• Gave  b irt h  t o  Ge orge  in  1732
• He r sp ouse , August ine , d ie d  in  1743
• Raise d  five  ch ild re n  and  m anage d  t he  fam ily fa rm  

fo r ne arly t h irt y ye ars
• Move d  t o  Fre d e ricksb urg in  1772

Who was Mary Washington?



• 1789  - Mary Washington 
died

• 1825 - Congress 
authorized monument

• 1833 - Cornerstone of 
first monument is laid

• 1889 - property for sale
• 1890  - (Local) Mary 

Washington Monument 
Association formed

• 1891 - National Mary 
Washington Memorial 
Association formed Over 100 years pass before final monument completion



189 1
Site turned over to 
nat 'l o rgan iza t ion  - 

fo r su it ab le  
m onum e n t  

189 3
Organ iza t ions  

d isagre e  on  
fund ra is ing

189 4
Monum e nt  
d e d ica t e d ,

Pre s id e n t  Grove r 
Cle ve land  a t t e nd s

189 6
Lod ge  com p le t e d

19 6 4 -6 6
Group s  d isagre e  on  
s it e  care , d e e d  s it e  

t o  Cit y

19 79 -20 11
Ke nm ore  le ase s  t he  

p rop e rt y

20 11
Re t urns  t o  Cit y 

s t e ward sh ip

20 11
Cit y give s  Me m oria ls  
Ad viso ry Com m iss ion  

re sp ons ib ilit y

20 19
Cit y Council vo t e s  t o  

se ll Lod ge

20 20
Cit y cons id e rs  

re n t ing p rop e rt y t o  
t e nan t

Important 
Dates in 
Monument
Site History 

189 7
“Conne c t icu t  Room ” 

furn ishe d  b y CT 
b ranch

189 5
Const ruc t ion  b e gins  

on  Lod ge



Creat ion & Act ions of Task Force
• Monument Task Force formed - November 2021

⚬ Dive rse  group  o f p e op le  from  varie d  b ackground s
• Task Force  charge  e s t ab lishe d  

⚬ De t e rm ine  fe as ib ilit y o f acq uiring Monum e n t  and  Lod ge
⚬ De t e rm ine  a lignm e n t  wit h  WHM m iss ion

• Im p le m e n t e d  b iwe e kly m e e t ing sche d ule
• Exp lore d  financ ia l im p ac t  & fu t ure  use  o f t he  p rop e rt y 

⚬ Cont rac t e d  fo r hom e  insp e c t ion  on  t he  Lod ge  
• Provid e d  re gula r up d a t e s  t o  t he  BoD 
• WHM BoD unan im ously re com m e nd e d  acq uiring t he  

m onum e n t  p rop e rt y from  t he  Cit y – April 2022



Negot iat ions with City
• Held initial meeting with City officials - July 2022
• Focused negotiations on Deed of Gift for Monument and property
• Letter of Intent signed - August 2022
• City tasked WHM with creating a Development Plan for the site

⚬ Financia l, Land scap e , Fund ra is ing 
• He ld  ne ighb orhood  m e e t ings  t o  in fo rm  t he  com m unit y o f our p lans
• Mult ip le  le ve l o f re vie ws t h roughout  t he  ne go t ia t ion  p roce ss

⚬ Me m oria ls  Ad viso ry Com m iss ion , Cit y Council, Te chn ica l Re vie w 
Com m it t e e , Plann ing Com m iss ion

• Cit y Council unan im ously vo t e d  t o  gran t  a  De e d  o f Gift  fo r t he  
Monum e nt , Care t ake rs  Lod ge , Gord on  Ce m e t e ry, Eskrid ge  Oak and  
Me d it a t ion  Rock t o  WHM - December 13, 2022 



WHM 
Plans

• Landscape cleanup
• New HVAC & mechanical
• Slope stabilization
• Improved access
• Interior and exterior 

interpretation of site
• Safety & security
• Functional office space



Progress 
to date

Volunteer 
c le a n u p  d a ys

• An Eve n ing a t  t he  Monum e nt
• Me chan ica l up d a t e s
• Cle anup  d ays
• School Tours
• Te ache r workshop s
• Com m unit y sup p ort

In t ro d u c t o ry Eve n t  
An Evening at the Monument



• Make a gift – matching opportunities 
are currently available!

• Become a member
• Volunteer 
 In  t he  gard e ns
 For in t e rio r p a in t ing
 For sm all re p a irs

• Invit e  WHM t o  sp e ak t o  a  group

Ways to support WHM 
progress at the Monument and 
Lodge



Honoring our Nation's First Mother

The Mary Washington Monument

Donate online
WashingtonHeritageMuseums.org

Or speak with your presenter
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